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University transitions to new Core
BY JUSTIN WORTHING

Staff Writer

Students, staff and faculty are
beginning the transition to Xavier’s
new Core structure, which was
approved by staff and the Board
of Trustees last April. Although
the structure of the Core and the
requirements it holds have been
approved, new Core classes must
still be created.
Staff and faculty selected the
new Core, currently entitled Core
B, by vote last semester, with 85%
supporting it over alternative Core
A. Core B specializes in promoting “depth of thought through
broad exposure to ways of knowing, or Perspectives, of traditional
liberal arts disciplines.” The new
Core requires 48 hours instead of
the current Core’s 64 hours.
As part of the new core, many
100-level courses required by
the old Core will be replaced by
Perspectives courses which are
hoped will provide new ways of
thinking about the subject for its
students.
“(Perspectives classes) are the
distinction of Core B,” Dr. Jen
Robbins, Co-Chair of the Core
Curriculum Committee (CCC).
“The idea is that those courses

should share something in common regardless of the content
they teach. They impart on the
students special skills and special
ways of viewing the world, not
just (provide) content.”
Also new to the Core are the
First-Year Seminar courses, designed to facilitate a more effective transition for first-years to the
new realities of college life.
“One big purpose of the FirstYear Seminar is an introduction to
the academic life of the university,” Robbins said. “Classes will be
15 students to one faculty member. (The small class sizes) guarantees them a mentor who’s going
to be there on campus for the four
years they’re here.”
“The First-Year Seminar
(courses) or the First-Year CoCurricular Passport System…
are cutting-edge things that most
Jesuit schools aren’t doing,” Dr.
Walker Gollar, the other Co-Chair
of CCC. “The neat thing for
professors (teaching the seminar
courses) is that they get to choose
their topic…but then some of
the (common) objectives of the
course orient the students to college life.”
The Passport System, similar to
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The university will begin transitioning to a new version of Xavier’s Core Curriculum, which was approved in April.

the current passport program in
the Williams College of Business,
will require incoming students to
attend a variety of campus events.
These will both complement the
First Year Seminar and acquaint
them with resources the campus
provides.
Creation of the new Core first
began when faculty and staff
found problems with assessments
of the old Core.
“We discovered (the old core)

didn’t really have well-defined
goals, or at least not accessible
ones,” Robbins said. “We realized we needed to go back and
very explicitly define, or redefine
for many faculty, the goals of the
core. It’s a good renewal process
to redefine what we’re doing and
why every so often.”
“The old Core was over 20
years old, and for the most part
it hadn’t changed a whole lot in
those 20 years, which put Xavier a

little bit behind the curve,” Gollar
said. “We were behind, but now
we’re going to be ahead.”
All students graduating after
Fall 2015 will be affected by the
new Core, but students will have
the option of fulfilling either new
Core requirements, a reduced version of the old Core requirements,
or a combination of both.
For more information, visit the
new Core’s website at www.xavier.
edu/core-transition/.

E/RS lecture series focuses on Jesuits

diverse influences.
“It could be that the influence
on ethics is indirect through spirituality or the Jesuit way of life,
the Jesuit charism,” Sweeney said.
“So I think it’s pretty well-agreed
that there’s something unique
about Jesuit ethics, about the
Jesuits and ethics. The question
is, what makes it unique?”
The theme of this year’s lectures is particularly relevant to
Xavier.
“E/RS is unique to Xavier,”

Sweeney said. “There’s nothing
like it at any other university.
There’s nothing even like it at any
other Jesuit university. There is
something clearly special about
the Jesuits and ethics at Xavier
University.”
The series showcases a variety
of speakers, many of whom are
Jesuits from universities across
the country. Noteworthy speakers include Rev. Kevin Burke,
SJ, professor of theology at the
Jesuit School of Theology at

Berkeley and a commentator on
the work of Ignacio Ellacuría,
SJ, one of six Jesuits martyred
in El Salvador in November
1989, and Rev. Joe Koterski, SJ,
associate professor of philosophy at Fordham University, who
is well-published in the history
of both medieval and modern
philosophy and the history of
Catholic thought.
The lecture series, has been
in preparation for a year according to Sweeney. “I was expecting
more difficulty in getting consent
from the speakers, but I really
had no rejections,” Sweeney said.
“All the (speakers) saw the value
in the project and wanted to be
part of it.”
The first lecture in the series
will take place at 7:00 p.m. on
Sept. 10 in the Conaton Board
Room and will be presented by
Koterski.
All lectures in the series will
take place at this time and location with the exception of the
Sept. 23 lecture by Lisa Fullam,
which will take place at 4:00 p.m.
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BY TAYLOR FULKERSON

Managing Editor
Is there a Jesuit ethics?
That question is on the table
this academic year for the Ethics/
Religion and Society (E/RS) lecture series. The series will feature
six speakers each semester.
Dr. Michael Sweeney, the director of E/RS and professor of
philosophy, organized the lecture
series.
“The notion that there is
something unique about the
Jesuits and ethics is everywhere at
a Jesuit university now,” Sweeney
said. “And although it’s everywhere in the Jesuit university, the
question of exactly what makes it
unique is not typically asked. In
fact, I don’t think you’ll see anywhere a series like this that addresses the question and debates
its meaning.”
The question guiding the lecture series can be interpreted a
number of different ways according to Sweeney.
“Do Jesuits emphasize ethics
more in their university educa©2014
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Prominent Jesuit academics Rev. Kevin Burke, S.J. (left) and Rev. Joe Koterski, S.J. (right) will speak this semester
as part of the E/RS lecture series. They will investigate whether or not a distinct set of Jesuit ethics exists.

tion and politics and so on?” he
said. “Or is there a particular
content to ethics for the Jesuits?
For example, you could cite Jesuit
casuistry, and there’s an attempt
to revive (that) now.”
The case-based reasoning that
has been prevalent among Jesuit
philosophers, theologians and
ethicists since the 16th century is only one way that a unique
Jesuit ethics could take shape.
The story of a Jesuit ethics could
be more complex, incorporating
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Club Day on the Yard
Newswire photo by Jessica Bannon

Newswire photo by Jessica Bannon

Senior Darci Meiners encourages first-year students to get involved with the Chemisty Club.

Newswire photo by Jessica Bannon

Junior Dan Bardach works the X-treme Fans booth and
encourages new students to sign up and support Xavier sports.

A student speaks with Head Coach of the
Women’s Volleyball team, Mike Johnson.

Newswire photo by Jessica Bannon

Juniors Andrew Utz (left) and Josh Seibert (right) smile for
the camera near the Pep Band booth on the Xavier Yard.

- Paid Advertisement -

Newswire photo by Jessica Bannon

Annette Badik helps a first-year student
at the Career Development Office table.

Newswire photo by Jessica Bannon

Student run organizations, groups and clubs fill the Xavier Yard
as new and returning students get involved in campus activites.
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Professor Profile: Jennifer McFarlane Harris

BY ANDREW KOCH

Editor-in-Chief
Each year, Xavier welcomes
new faculty members to the university. The Newswire sat down with
Dr. Jennifer McFarlane Harris, the
newest professor of English at
Xavier who will be teaching Black
Literature: Double Consciousness
in African-American Experience(s)
and American Renaissance: 18301865 The Historical Novel:
Xavier Newswire: What is your
specialty?
Dr. Jennifer McFarlane
Harris: I’d say 19th-century
American literature, with special
emphasis on African-American
literatures and women’s literatures.
In terms of my research, I work on
19th-century African-American
women’s spiritual autobiographies.
And I got interested in that because I’m interested in the idea of
eye-voice narratives. I had some
pretty fantastic professors at the
University of Michigan who made
me realize “oh, American lit. can
be my space.” And so, once that
happened, I started recognizing the really fascinating, almost
multi-genre kind of works that
spiritual autobiographies are.
XN: What are some of your academic interests?

JMH: I really do like American hadn’t before. And I also saw that ing that you’re excited about?
literature all the way from the very women were an important part of
JMH: I’m reading in a scholarly
early stuff — 16th, 17th century Transcendentalism, and I was like way (but it’s turning into more fun
— through 20th and 21st century “Oh! Maybe I’ve been missing a than I thought) Annette GordonAmerican lit., but I really like the huge part of American literature Reed’s “The Hemingses of
19th century, obviously. Women’s this whole time.” And also it’s just Monticello”…And that is actually
literature as well. But I would say fun to talk about America, because a really great read on its own. Yes
my academic interit’s scholarly, but it’s
ests are also very
quite enjoyable. It’s a
much in women’s
delight when you turn
studies and femithe pages of scholarnist theory.
ship in the way that
XN: What drew
you would turn the
you to study American
pages of a novel.
literature?
XN: Who are your
JMH: I think
favorite authors?
ultimately I started
JMH: Woo! Emily
realizing that I was
Brontë — gestures to
more
interested
portrait hanging in ofin the “American
fice — I like her as a
experience” than
poet and as a novelist.
I thought. I think
“Wuthering Heights”
Photo Courtesy of Jennifer McFarlane Harris gets me every time.
there are sort of
flat ideas about what Xavier’s newest English Professor, Jennifer McFarlane Harris, speaks
I really like historiabout her academic and personal literary interests and opinions.
Americans can or
cal fiction, so when
should aspire to, (but) I think I had I’m teaching in the United States, I read for fun, that’s usually what
a really transformative experience and it’s fun for students to interact ends up on my desk.
right at the end of college.
I really like Elizabeth Kostova’s
with their own culture and their
I had a fantastic professor cultural history. It also lets me dip “The Historian,” and she has a
who opened archives to me, in a a toe in historian land and be a newer book called “The Swan
way. He brought in Thoreau — little bit of a sociologist and be a Thieves,” both of which I’ve read
like, actual written versions that little bit of a psychologist. I love a number of times.
he had been working on in his that you get to taste and sample all
Emily Dickinson is possibly my
scholarship. I felt sudden sympa- these different fields.
favorite author of all time. I love
thy for Thoreau in a way that I
XN: What are you currently read- her poetry. I read it a lot and love
- Paid Advertisement -

teaching it — the beauties of her
paradox — that she can hold things
in tension, that she can say things
like “the brain is just the weight of
God,” and I have to sit and think
about what that could mean.
I really like it when an author
asks me to go deep and doesn’t
just let me walk away from a poem.
Slave narratives in general: of
course, I could list many, but Harriet
Ann Jacob’s “Incidents in the Life
of a Slave Girl” was an incredibly
transformative read for me.
And like everyone else, I’ve reread Harry Potter endlessly, so it
has to be important.
XN: Any literary role models?
JMH: Dickinson’s number one,
no question. I like Whitman a lot,
but Dickinson has my heart. I like
Geraldine Brooks’ “People of the
Book” and “Caleb’s Crossing” a lot.
I think both Elizabeth Kostova
and Geraldine Brooks have a great
deal of literary merit — the levels
of detail and complexity that I like.
Oh — Faulkner. How could
I forget Faulkner? “Absalom,
Absalom”: world-changing. Toni
Morrison — everything, of
course, but especially “Beloved”…
it’s a challenging read, but it’s totally worth the brain muscle to get
through it.

Club Profile:

Animals, People and the Earth at Xavier

BY ANDREW KOCH

Editor-in-Chief
Animal lovers and environmentalists alike can take advantage of
Animals, People and the Earth at
Xavier (APEX), a student organization that works to raise awareness about animal rights and the
ways in which human activity impacts the environment.
Emily Myers, president of
APEX, said that the group hopes
to educate people about the animal
adoption world and some alternatives that people have to sending
animals to shelters.
“There are so many animals that
need a home,” Myers said. “I’d like
to educate people about animal
abuse laws, different registries and
adopting rather than buying.”
Myers hopes that APEX’s efforts will work to correct misunderstandings that many people
have about animal shelters, especially to encourage people to adopt,
rather than buy, animals.
“I think there are a lot of things
about animal shelters that people
don’t know,” Myers said. “There are
very strange rules at kill shelters,”
referring to shelters that euthanisze
animals that go unadopted.
She cited her own experience
in caring for animals at shelters,

encouraging others to get involved
and do the same.
“The dogs that I work with at
the shelter have the most unique
personalities. All they want to do
is please you because they’ve never had that attention. And I think
there’s something really unique
about a dog that has been through
a lot,” Myers said. “Adopting and
donating — even just visiting a local shelter to get information — is
good.”
Myers said APEX is also working to raise awareness about other
animal rights issues. Some of the
other topics discussed by APEX
include factory farming and its
environmental impact. Last year,
APEX also hosted a viewing of the
film “Blackfish,” which investigates
orca whales in captivity.
APEX has also partnered with
local animal shelters and rescues,
including Sunrise Sanctuary in
Marysville, Ohio. In addition, the
group has plans to raise funds for
the Save the Animals Foundation, a
local animal shelter that is run entirely by volunteers.
APEX recently organized “Wag
Your Way Back to Campus,” an
event that brought a puppy to campus for students to play with, as
part of the Week of Welcome.

Correction: The Campus News story, “Local
Spotlight: ‘Save Our Icons’ campaign” and the
Opinions editoral, “Price of ‘Saving Our Icons’ too
high for Cincinnati” in the Aug. 27 issue both mentioned a sales tax increase of 25 cents on the dollar.
The stories should have said that the proposed levy to
restore the Music Hall and the Cincinnati Museum
Center was a .25% sales tax increase.
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Israeli poet to hold reading, lecture
BY MADDIE DAY
Staff Writer

The Department of English
will partner with Xavier’s Jewish
Studies program to host Rachel
Tzvia Back, an Israeli poet, translator and peace activist from
Israel.
Back will be hosting two events
during the week of Sept. 8. The
first event will feature a poetry
reading by Back herself. She will
also host a lecture on another
Hebrew poet, Tuvia Ruebner.
Back’s
lecture,
called
“Illuminating the Dark: the Poetry
& Poetics of Tuvia Ruebner,” will
shed light on the central themes
and principles of Ruebner’s
poetry.
Ruebner is considered a prolific voice of the Holocaust generation. His work was written in
protest of the difficulties faced
in the Middle East. At the age
of 17, Ruebner lost his parents,
sisters and grandparents in the
Holocaust.
Back recently published a
translation of Ruebner’s poetry in
collaboration with Hebrew Union
College Press.
The translation, titled “In the
Illuminated Dark: Selected Poems
of Tuvia Ruebner,” is the first
time Ruebner’s work has appeared
in English.
Back also published a volume
of her own original work titled “A
Messenger Comes” in 2012. This
work was written as a book of elegies dedicated to Back’s father and

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

Rachel Tzvia Back, an Israeli poet, will be hosting a poetry reading at Xavier.

sister.
“Rachel Tzvia Back’s reading
and lecture will be unique literary
events,” Dr. Norman Finkelstein,
an English professor with expertise in modern Jewish literature,
said. “She understands the power
of literature to change hearts and
minds.”
Back has received numerous awards for her work including a PEN Translation grant,
a Hadassah-Brandeis Research
Grant and a Dora Maar Brown
Foundation Fellowship.

She currently works as a professor of English literature at
Oranim Academic College in
Israel.
Back’s poetry reading will be
at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 9 in Logan
Hall, room 100. The lecture will
be held at 4 p.m. on Sept. 10 and
will also take place in Logan Hall,
room 100.
Both the poetry reading and
lecture events are free and open to
the public. For more information,
contact Dr. Norman Finkelstein
at finkel@xavier.edu.

Copy Editor
A popular Hyde Park sushi restaurant, Dancing Wasabi, closed
its doors last week following a
civil lawsuit involving employee
wages.
The restaurant, located at 3530
Edwards Rd. in Hyde Park, now
has signs advertising the space as
available for purchase. The restaurant was popular amongst Xavier
students.
Dancing Wasabi's closing is
due in part to its owner, Charlie
Choi, being ordered to pay more
than $35,000 in unpaid wages to
his employees at the restaurant.
According to local news channel WCPO, employees filed the
lawsuit last year, demanding compensation for both overtime and
minimum wages.
The employees claimed that
Choi had paid workers less than
minimum wage beginning in 2012.
The lawsuit was filed on
Dec. 12, 2013, and it stated that
Dancing Wasabi "repeatedly and
willfully" violated the Fair Labor
Standards Act by paying its employees less than minimum wage.
It also claimed that workers
were not properly compensated

for working more than 40 hours
in a week.
According to WCPO, Choi also
failed to "make, keep and preserve
adequate and accurate records of
employees and their wages."
Choi did not enter a defense
in the lawsuit and on July 8, 2014,
the court ruled that Choi will pay
$35,062.02 to the plaintiffs.
Choi began the "half-priced sushi" event at Dancing Wasabi and
it became a popular restaurant in
Hyde Park. Along with its latenight hours, the restaurant was
well-liked by sushi-lovers.
Choi recently took over a restaurant called Mr. Sushi located
in downtown Cincinnati at 580
Walnut St.
Mr. Sushi will feature many of
the same deals offered at Dancing
Wasabi, including the late hours
and half-priced sushi.
"(Choi is) moving on from
the Dancing Wasabi concept, he
wants to be a part of the action
downtown," Mr. Sushi General
Manager Dan Driscoll said.
Mr. Sushi will be open until 2
a.m. Tuesday through Thursday
and until 4 a.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays. It will also be open for
lunch during the week.

Police
Notes

Houses Still Available

If you are interested
placing an advertisement or classifieds in
the Xavier Newswire,
please contact Amanda
Jones at (513) 745-3561 or
newswire-advertising@
xavier.edu.

Dancing Wasabi
restaurant closes
BY RICHARD MEYER

- Classifieds -

Interested in
advertising with the
Newswire?

Edited by: Meredith Francis
francism@xavier.edu

Popular sushi restaurant frequented by
Xavier students to close amid lawsuit

- Paid Advertisement -

•Houses remain on
popular Wayland and
Ivanhoe Avenue, can
accommodate group
sizes from 4 up to 7
students.
•Please contact Matt
513-587-9884 or matthew.dias@ge.com
with any questions or
to schedule a showing.
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Aug. 26, 9:40 a.m. –
Residence Life reported that
unknown suspects wrote
sexually explicit material on
several bulletin and dry erase
boards in the first and second
floor hallways of Brockman
Hall.

Cleneay Avenue. Both were cited for underage consumption.

Aug. 27, 7:18 p.m. –
Xavier
Police,
Physical
Plant and Cincinnati Fire
and Rescue extracted a student stuck in an elevator in
Fenwick Place.

Aug. 29, 5:17 p.m. – Xavier
Police received reports of two
damaged vehicles, one in the
Commons Lot and one in the
C-2 Lot. No suspects were
reported.

Aug. 28, 12:07 a.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Residence Life with a room
search in Husman Hall. A
small amount of drugs and
paraphernalia were confiscated. Residence Life will follow up.

Aug. 29, 11:18 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police
with a house party in the 2000
block of Wayland Avenue. Two
students had requested help in
breaking up the party. The students were warned about operating a disorderly house in the
future.

Aug. 29, 12:20 a.m. –
An officer stopped two students behaving erratically on

Aug. 29, 12:59 a.m. – A
student observed kicking over
a garbage can in the Xavier
Yard was cited for underage
consumption.

Aug. 29, 11:49 p.m. – Xavier
Police observed a student car-

rying an open container in
the Husman Lot. The student was cited for underage
consumption.
Aug. 30, 1:37 a.m. – Xavier
Police, Residence Life and
Cincinnati Fire and Rescue
responded to a fire alarm in
Fenwick Place. Officials could
not determine the source of the
alarm, but Lysol masking the
smell of marijuana may have
set it off.
Aug. 30, 11:17 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police
with a large house party in the
1900 block of Cleneay Avenue.
Approximately 500 people were
involved in the party. Six residents were cited for operating
a disorderly house and arrest
warrants were issued for the
other two residents who refused to cooperate.
Aug. 31, 12:05 a.m. – A stu-

dent observed urinating on
Montgomery Road was cited
for disorderly conduct.
Aug. 31, 12:13 a.m.
– Xavier Police assisted
Cincinnati Police with a possible burglary in progress in a
vacant house in the 900 block
of Dana Avenue. The building
searched but all was clear.
Sept. 1, 1:35 a.m. – A
student attempting to enter
Cohen Hall after hours was cited for underage consumption.

Note of the

Week

Do you have enough
to share?
Aug. 29, 12:38 a.m. – An
officer observed a student
holding a pitcher of beer in
the Commons Lot. The student was cited for underage
consumption.

Xavier Newswire
Edited by: Meredith Francis
francism@xavier.edu
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Ebola outbreak continues to spread

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS
Campus News Editor

ISIS allegedly beheads second American journalist

ISIS, the militant Islamist group prevalent in much of Syria
and Iraq, has beheaded another journalist. Steven Sotloff, an
American journalist, was allegedly killed in a video released by
ISIS, though U.S. officials have yet to confirm the authenticity
of the video. Sotloff would be the second journalist to be beheaded since ISIS has gained control of parts of the region. ISIS
also killed James Foley, another American journalist, in August.

Contaminated Fukushima soil to be stored
in nearby towns

Fukushima Governor Yuhei Sato announced recently that soil
contaminated by the 2011 nuclear power plant meltdown in
Japan will be deposited in a facility within the affected region.
The soil, which was removed to temporary lots from various
clean up locations, will be stored between two towns that were
hit hard, sparking controversy in the region. The meltdown,
which was triggered by a tsunami and an earthquake, displaced
more than 160,000 residents.

British Prime Minister calls for new law authorizing
passport seizure of suspected ISIS militants
British Prime Minister David Cameron announced his support
for a new law that would temporarily allow police to seize passports of British citizens suspected of traveling to Syria or Iraq to
aid ISIS in their efforts to gain control of the region. Cameron
proposed the legislation to the House of Commons on Sept. 1,
arguing that the law could help prevent acts of terror in Britain.

Scotland to vote on independence

Scottish residents are registering to vote in record numbers as a
vote for Scottish independence approaches. More than 4 million
registered voters will decide on Sept. 18 whether or not Scotland
will officially break from the United Kingdom and be an independent country.

Photo courtesy of abcnews.com

Two healthcare workers in Liberia build isolation and treatment areas for patients suffering from the Ebola virus.

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS

Campus News Editor
As the Ebola outbreak continues to spread in West Africa,
the World Health Organization
is growing concerned that the
epidemic is showing no signs of
slowing down.
Ebola, a hemorrhagic fever
virus, has killed more than 1,500
people and infected more than
2,600 people in the region.
There have been confirmed
cases in many West African countries, including Guinea, Liberia,
Nigeria and Sierra Leone.

- Paid Advertisement-

Various international health
organizations have flocked to the
region to assist in treatment of patients. However, many towns are
lacking the medical infrastructure
and technology.
Doctors Without Borders, an
international health organization
has confirmed that treatment centers are unable to help the high
volume of patients and are calling
upon the international community for aid. Many treatment centers have been “reduced to places
where people go to die alone,” the
organization said.

Some health workers have also
contracted the virus, including two
Americans who were flown back
to the U.S. to receive treatment at
Emory University Hospital.
Dr. Tom Frieden, director
of the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control, recently visited parts of
West Africa hit hardest by the outbreak. Frieden said that the number of cases is increasingly rapidly.
“There is a window of opportunity to tamp this down, but that
window is closing. We need action
now to scale up the response,”
Frieden said.

6
September 3, 2014

Xavier Newswire

Sports

Edited by: Nick McGill
newswire-sports@xavier.edu

Reds bring All-Star Game to Cincinnati
BY NICK MCGILL

Sports Editor
Next July, Cincinnati will be
in a whirlwind as baseball fanatics from all over the country will
flock to Great American Ballpark
where baseball’s best will all be
under one spotlight. For the first
time since 1988, the Major League

Baseball All-Star Game will take
place in Cincinnati in 2015.
Riverfront Stadium hosted the
All-Star Game then, and now the
young Great American Ball Park
looks to be a suitable host.
Each year the best players
in baseball are voted to the AllStar Game where they compete

against other superstars for bragging rights for their league.
The American League All-Stars
take the field against the National
League All-Stars, with the winning
team taking home field advantage
into the World Series.
This break marks the ceremonious halfway point in the Major

Photo courtsey of Cincinnativseveryone.com

The Reds have won the bid to host the 2015 All-Star game and MLB’s best will gather in Cincinnati.

Tough blow dealt to soccer team

BY ADAM TORTELLI

Staff Writer
The Xavier women’s soccer
team continued to suffer this past
weekend with a 1-0 loss to the
University of Toledo Rockets.
Excellent play from the defense
and senior goalkeeper Katie
Markesberry once again kept the
Musketeers within arm’s reach of
the team’s first tie or win, but the
offense simply could not return
the favor.
Xavier head coach, Woody
Sherwood, went as far as to express his postgame frustrations to
the press due to another unfortunate loss.
As challenging as the offensive
deficiencies have been, Sunday’s
nail-biter brought another long list

of positives for the Musketeers as
they look to take the next step.
For more than half of the
game, Coach Sherwood’s girls
kept the opposing rockets scoreless. It was not until the 65th minute that two Toledo players connected for what would ultimately
be the game-winning goal.
The team illustrated the offense’s potential intensity by recording four more shots in the
second half as they did in the first.
Sophomore forward Tori Doss
kept the opposing defense on
their heels with two shots on goal,
bringing her team-leading total to
seven this year.
Finally, another nice play from
co-captain Katie Markesberry
proved for a third time this year,

that despite offensive woes, the
team will always remain competitive while she is in goal. With
another eight saves on Sunday,
Markesberry moves now within 12 saves of second place on
Xavier’s all-time saves list.
Regardless of record or success in postseason tournaments,
this year’s team will go down
in history as having one of the
best goalkeepers to ever put on a
Xavier uniform.
With Sunday’s result, Xavier
women’s soccer sits at the bottom
of the Big East at 0-3.
The team hopes to escaped the
loss column quickly as they turned
around and headed to Indianapolis
to play a game against IUPUI in
which Xavier won 2-0.

Newswire file photo

Members of the women’s soccer team stand ready after being announced before a game last season.

League season and it is also a great
break in the action for some of
the best players to relax and compete alongside their opponents
rather than against them.
This is a headline event that
will garner great visibility for a
smaller market franchise like the
Cincinnati Reds.
The Reds’ front office has
worked hard to create a well-run
organization that not only exemplifies good traits of a successful
team, but also a franchise that
works well together and in the
Cincinnati community.
The success of garnering interest in the All-Star Game in
Cincinnati resulted in a chance to
prove to an MLB selection committee that Cincinnati deserves to
host the game.
Cincinnati is home to one of, if
not the, most storied franchise in
baseball history.
In 1869, the Reds became the
first professional baseball team,
and over the years the Reds
have had countless legends wear
Cincinnati uniforms and have
fielded some of the best teams in
baseball history.
When the game comes to town
there are sure to be many festivities involving baseball legends past
and present. Earlier this summer

the Reds unveiled the logo for
next year’s game and have posted
it above the right field seats. Even
in the logo’s simple design, there
are clear signs of Cincinnati’s efforts to not only commemorate
All-Stars of today but also the
stars of the past.
The logo uses classic baseball
symbols and characterstics while
implementing current logos and
designs used in today’s game.
This event comes at a pivotal
time for the Reds as they are fighting to maintain competitiveness
within their division.
The Reds have made the playoffs three of the last four seasons
and hope to make that a pattern in
the years to come.
As much as the All-Star game
being in town is exciting for the
Reds, it is even better for the city.
This will bring in tourists from all
over the world and give business
to hotels, businesses, restaurants
and local attractions.
With the end of this season
looking rather gloomy and hopeless for the Reds, there is great
excitement coming to Great
American Ballpark. When the AllStar weekend ends next summer,
the Reds seem to be confident
with the impact they will make in
baseball history.

Basketball team to host clinic

Newswire file photo

The women’s basketball team is hosting a basketball clinic for young girls.

BY NICK MCGILL

Sports Editor
The Xavier women’s basketball
team has set out to serve young
basketball players in the community. They are hosting the sixth
annual “Girls Day Out” event on
Sept. 14 at the Cintas Center.
It serves as a one-day basketball camp for young girls to play
basketball, learn skills and meet
the players and coaching staff of
the Musketeers.
The clinic is held for girls in
grades one through eight, and
parents are invited to join them
as Xavier players and coaches lead
the activities and drills.
The clinic is aimed not only at
the girls, but also their parents.
Mothers and fathers are invited to engage in the clinic and
talk with the coaching staff for an
opportunity to learn how to aid in
their daughters’ skill level.
There is no fee to participate in
the clinic, and the girls will receive
free T-shirts and light refresh-

ments. Participants will get autographs and photo opportunities
with the Musketeers.
The clinic also offers an exclusive tour of Cintas Center and an
opportunity to play on the newly
designed court.
This is a great chance for young
girls in the Xavier community to
come to campus and engage in an
interactive basketball opportunity
on the home floor of one of the
most well-known men’s and women’s basketball programs in the
country. This will be an excellent
opportunity for young girls to participate in useful basketball drills
and interact with experienced basketball players.
With the unveiling of the new
court design, Cintas Center has
a refurbished atmosphere surrounding it as teams begin play
this fall.
For more information and to
register for the clinic visit www.
goxavier.com. Deadline for registration is Sept. 5.
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BY ADAM TORTELLI

Staff Writer
Do you consider yourself a
basketball fan? Are you a part of
the Xavier community? If you
answered yes to both of these
questions, Cintas
Center at 7 p.m.
on Oct. 15
is the one
place you
need to
be as the
Cleveland
Cavaliers
“host”
t h e
Indiana
Pacers in
a preseason
exhibition.
Despite having
no bearing on the regular season
itself, this game has basketball
enthusiasts jumping through the
ceiling even though tickets have
yet to go on sale. Tickets are expected to sell out quickly once
made available.
This game not only features
two of the NBA’s top teams, but
also two players that hold a special

place in hearts of basketball fanatics in the Greater Cincinnati area.
(*Note: another preseason game
will be played Oct. 20 in Columbus
at Ohio State’s Schottenstein
Center versus Derrick Rose
and division rival
Chicago Bulls.)
The Cavs
will be showcasing 2014
all-star
game MVP
Kyrie Irving,
newly
acquired small
forward
and
fourtime
all-star
Kevin Love and
SportsCenter magnet LeBron James. This
game is part of James’ return tour
across Ohio included in his heart
warming letter over the summer,
or what some may also believe
to be the only sports headline in
July.
Now back at home, James is attempting to patch up the wounds
left behind from his infamous TV
special “The Decision.” The for-

mer villain image that stained his
career has now been put to rest as
he continues to cement himself
as one of the greatest basketball
players of all time.
Even sour Cleveland fans must
admit he has been one of the
league’s top players every season
for the past decade.
Seeing an all-time great play in
any game is one of those stories
that you tell your children and
grandchildren long after his career
is over.
Conversely, the Pacers will not
display such a star-studded lineup
because Indiana superstar Paul
George broke his leg while preparing to compete for Team USA
in this summer’s FIBA basketball World Cup and guard Lance
Stephenson is departing in free
agency.
However, former Xavier grad
David West will be returning to
play in front of a Cintas Center
crowd that supported him to
an Associated Press College
Basketball Player of the Year
award in 2003.
The history of Xavier basketball is incomplete without discuss-

ing in length the lasting impact left
by David West.
He is the school’s all-time
leader in blocks while also
seeing his name on lists
for second all-time in
both scoring and re-

bounding. In
his senior
year, West earned first team allAmerican honors.
West was the program’s poster
boy as Xavier joined the college
basketball elite in the early 2000s,
leaving the standard of excellence
that still exists today.
Throughout the David West
era, Xavier reached a top-10 national ranking and earned a no. 3
seed in the NCAA tournament.
The university honored West
by retiring his jersey number, not
after, but during West’s final season as a Musketeer.

To cap off his legacy, West was
named to college basketball’s alldecade team for the 2000s.
So basketball fans,
your
backyard

will soon be graced by arguably
both the best player in the NBA
and definitely the best player in
Xavier’s history.
Aside
from
Musketeer
Madness, this will be the ultimate
preseason basketball event to take
place in Cintas. It is not everyday
you get to see basketball superstars in Cincinnati.
From Pacers faithful to
Cleveland bandwagon riders, go
show the NBA what it feels like to
play basketball in Xavier Nation’s
packed house.

Men’s soccer kicks off the season Team announces
BY MATT STAINBROOK
Guest Writer

Newswire photo by Liz Goold

Redshirt freshman Walker Andriot
tees up the ball to push downfield.

The Xavier men’s soccer team
made a valiant effort to come back
from a 2-0 deficit but ultimately
fell to Lipscomb 3-2 on Friday at
Xavier’s soccer complex.
The Musketeers almost escaped the first half with no damage until the Bison were able to
score in the 44th minute.
A Xavier foul led to a free kick
near midfield which resulted in a
header that found the back of the
net and a Lipscomb 1-0 lead at the
end of the half.
In the beginning of the second
half, Lipscomb scored again on
a breakaway, causing a 2-0 deficit
for the Musketeers just three minutes after the break. The score remained the same until sophomore
Jalen Brown found his teammate,

freshman Josh Grant, in the box
with 10 minutes left in the game
to make the score 2-1.
In his collegiate debut, Grant
scored the first goal of his career.
The momentum was short lived,
as Lipscomb was able to score just
17 seconds later to push the lead
to two once again.
Brown, who had a career-high
with three points in the game,
then scored for the Musketeers
just inside the left post after a fancy move in the box, making the
score 3-2 Lipscomb in the 87th
minute.
As time expired freshman Eric
McWoods had a shot on goal that
couldn’t find its way in, giving the
Lipscomb Bisons a wild victory in
their road opener.
There were a total of 26 fouls
in the game, with two Bison play-

ers receiving yellow cards for their
physical play.
Xavier had the advantage 1310 on shots and 6-5 on corners
compared to Lipscomb. Senior
Eric Osswald spent all 90 minutes
in goal for Xavier, allowing three
goals and making two clutch
saves to help the Musketeers.
Brown was named to the Big
East weekly honor roll for his
play, coming off his freshman
season in which he was honored
on the Big East All-Rookie team.
The Xavier faithful gave their
best effort with a crowd of 1,129
on hand to cheer on the musketeers, including a section of 600
students sporting complementary
vuvuzelas.
Xavier fell to 0-1 and now faces a tough game against nationally
ranked Wisconsin on Aug. 31.

Volleyball team off to explosive start
BY RYAN O’TOOLE

Staff Writer
The Xavier women’s volleyball
team is off to a roaring start. The
team opened the season at home
with the Queen City Invitational,
sweeping the competition and
earning a glowing 3-0 record to
begin the year. Xavier’s first opponent, UC Irvine, did not make
things easy.
The Anteaters nabbed the first
set, 25-23, despite the point-forpoint play by both teams.
Xavier came back with conviction, winning the next three
sets by scores of 25-15, 25-20
and 25-14 to secure the victory.
Seniors owned the night. Aubree
Smith had 31 assists while Sariah
Suryadevara contributed with 13

digs and five aces.
Next up for the Musketeers
was Duquesne, a team ranked as
a preseason Atlantic 10 favorite.
Much like the first match, Xavier
lost the first set, and the rest of
the contest was back and forth.
Xavier, however, was able to
prevail in five and take home the
victory behind sophomore Abby
Bessler’s first double-double of
the year. She recorded 14 kills and
18 digs in the win.
“We pride ourselves on being
tough and resilient,” head coach
Mike Johnson said.
“With our backs against the
wall, we found a way to win. Really
good teams have a way of doing
that and I’m glad we were able
to respond against a really good

Duquesne team.”
Bessler wasn’t the only one
to step up for Xavier. Freshman
Mackenzi Humm showed great
teamwork racking up 44 assists,
while Alex Blair, Makayla Agin
and Kristen Massa all recorded
double-digit kills.
The team had great performances turned in by multiple players that help give the Musketeers
the edge in the match.
The final game of the invitational was against hometown rival
University of Cincinnati.
Bessler, already having recorded one double-double earlier in the day, once again turned
in a dominant performance and
showed why she is one of the
most exciting young players in the

Big East.
This time, Xavier won the first
set and did not look back.
The Musketeers followed with
wins of 25-17 and 25-19, ending
their perfect weekend and leaving
the Invitational victorious.
“This is my first 3-0 weekend
in five years since I’ve been here...
its a truly amazing feeling,” senior
Alex Blair said. “Especially on the
new court, we had a great crowd
tonight in front of a lot of fans.
It feels even better to beat one of
our rivals, especially UC.”
Xavier got off to a strong start
and they look to continue the
momentum. Play resumes for the
Musketeers against the Oakland
Golden Grizzlies on Sept. 5 at the
Mizzou Tiger Invitational.

bobblehead
giveaway

BY NICK MCGILL
Sports Editor

Xavier will be handing out
bobbleheads of Sister Rose Ann
Fleming on Nov. 24 at the men’s
basketball game against Murray
State.
Sr. Fleming will be immortalized in the form of a bobblehead
to honor her for her many years
of contribution to the academic
side of all Xavier athletics, especially for the basketball team.
Fleming has worked for Xavier
for 27 years and now runs the university’s academic counseling for
NCAA athletes.
This bobblehead comes after
last year’s version of head coach
Chris Mack, given to the first
3,000 fans in attendance at a home
game in February.

Photo courtsey of Cincinnati.com

Sister Rose Ann Fleming is honored by
Xavier with a bobblehead giveaway.
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Ohio Democratic Party can’t afford its mistakes

Ed Fitzgerald, the Democratic candidate in the
2014 Ohio gubernatorial race, did not, in fact, have
sexual relations with that woman. He really didn’t.
However, from the moment the press discovered that
he had been found in the car in a parking lot with a
woman who was not his wife, he would prove the
bane of the Ohio Democratic Party.
When he won the Democratic primary, it appeared that Ed Fitzgerald would cause Republican
incumbent John Kasich to fight for the 2014 Ohio
gubernatorial election. When word got out at the
beginning of August that in 2012 police had come
across Fitzgerald in a parked car with an unknown
woman, his campaign began to fall apart.
Fitzgerald quickly explained that the reason for his
stop was innocuous and that he hoped the incident
would be a non-issue, but his woes did not end there.
It came to light that at the time of the incident, he
was not in possession of a valid Ohio driver’s license
and had not had a license from the BMV since 2002
when his last one expired. This raised questions regarding whether he was licensed while driving government vehicles during his previous terms in public
office.
All this came just a few days too late for Fitzgerald
to be replaced as the Democratic gubernatorial candidate, but on Aug. 22 his campaign confirmed that it
would be allocating more of its funds to supporting
the whole field of Democratic candidates and voter
turnout initiatives. The message was clear: “We’re finished, but let’s not screw the party.”
Yet screw is just what the campaign has done.
Ohio Democrats have gone to great lengths in the
past two years to vilify Governor Kasich for his support of restrictions on collective bargaining and his
support of tax-cuts for wealthier Ohioans as a means
of job creation. Kasich has done everything right to
rally every Democrat in the Buckeye State against
him. To capitalize on this weakness, the Democrats
groomed the young, well-spoken Cuyahoga County

Executive Ed Fitzgerald. After the past month’s
news, they fear that their star’s all-too-probable defeat will cause them to appear weak, and they have
decided to cut and run.
There is one way for Democrats to appear weaker,
however: stripping their candidate of hope so that
no one bothers to pay attention to the vote count on
election night. And that’s what they’ve done.
Now that Democrats have stripped their supporters of even the hope of the governor’s mansion, they
have lost the attention of their less fervent advocates
and have sacrificed their opportunity to utilize the
anti-Kasich wind currently filling their sails. Even
despite the reallocation of its funds, the Fitzgerald
campaign has handed Ohio to the Republicans for
another few years.
Best of all for conservatives, by allowing Kasich
to go almost unchallenged the Democrats have given
the GOP one more point in that ever-running tally which dictates which way Ohio will swing in the
upcoming presidential election. If Democrats think
their state is solidly red (and why wouldn’t they, when
the gubernatorial race seemed
so clearly crimson?), they risk
losing
steam
when
2016
comes around.
Fitzgerald
definitely didn’t
lose Ohio for
the Democrats
in 2016, but he
certainly didn’t
help.
Griff Bludworth is a junior Philosophy, Politics & the
Public, Honors Bachelor of Arts and theatre triple major
from West Chester, Ohio.
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Missed opportunities: new Core neglects physical education

If there’s one thing Xavier students love more than complaining
about subpar dining options, it’s
complaining about the Core.
This usually takes the form of
singling out courses that are included in the Core but don’t deserve to be. Philosophy and theology are easy prey. Literature and
foreign language courses are also
common targets.
It’s rare to hear suggestions for
courses that should be added to
the Core. It seems to be the collective consensus that more Core
classes only means more blood,
sweat and tears for students.
While I’m not quite sadistic
enough to wish more blood or
tears on my fellow students, I
think a little more sweat wouldn’t
hurt. So I’m going to complain
about something that the Core
doesn’t have: a physical education
requirement.
Physical education requirements at four-year universities in
the U.S. are at an all-time low. As
universities seek to maximize students’ job market readiness by reducing required classes outside of
majors and concentrations, physical education often doesn’t make

the cut.
Our university prides itself on
educating the “whole person” instead of merely shuffling students
through the system and into the
job market. The Xavier Core does
a good job of enriching the mind
and engaging the spirit, but the
body is left out completely.
As an utterly un-sporty person,
I get why the idea of a P.E. requirement may induce an eye roll.
I didn’t come to college to run like
a hamster on a treadmill or relive
the traumatic dodgeball tournaments of my youth. We’re here
to make our brains grow, not our
biceps, right?
Right. But brains and bodies aren’t as distinct as we college
students like to pretend they are
when it’s 2 a.m. the night before
an exam and we’re on our sixth
beer and our seventh episode of
“Family Guy.”
People like to cite the obesity
epidemic as the reason Americans
need to move away from a sedentary lifestyle. However, I believe
the mental and emotional benefits
of exercise deserve just as much
attention as the physical benefits.
Healthy bodies go hand in

hand with healthy minds. Exercise
has been shown to enhance
mood, improve cognitive functioning and reduce symptoms of
anxiety and depression. Teaching
students to take care of their bodies can have a positive impact on
their emotional health as well as
their academic performance.

I love music. I study music. I
am, in fact, a music education
major. I do not imagine that I
will have a career where I will do
much of what can be called “useful.” Not in the way that, say, an
engineering student or a pre-med
student will have a useful career.
I also do not imagine that I will
contribute a great deal to the
economy, even though the music
industry as a whole generates billions of dollars each year. Let’s be
honest, we can’t all be Beyoncé.
To be even more honest, I can’t
guarantee that I will work in the
music industry my whole life or
even at all. Who knows? I may
not even become a teacher. This
is slightly concerning on paper,
isn’t it?
“Okay, I have an idea! Let’s
go spend thousands of dollars on
an education in a subject which is
not even inherently practical and
then perhaps not even use that
education!”
Well friends, I have another
proposition — perhaps we should
stop being concerned about our
educations being “practical.”
Don’t worry, I can explain.

Why do we go to college? To
get a job, many say. But we can
get jobs without a college education. Seriously, if you want it bad
enough, you can find another way
to get it done.
Okay, maybe that’s not persuasive enough. Why did we come to
Xavier? The Core is not a secret
here. (Okay, so no one realized it
takes literally two years to complete it, but hey, it was definitely
part of the information we received when we toured.) Xavier
is a liberal arts school. We came
here to be educated, not just to
get a job. Or maybe we didn’t, but
Xavier hoped we would.
Challenge time: I challenge you
(yes, you, reader) to wake up in
the morning and go to class not
because you’re supposed to, not
because it’s part of the Core, not
because this is better than working at McDonald’s for the rest of
forever, not even because this is
one step in the dream (although,
those certainly are good, too) but
just because.
Because it is part of your education. Because you want to go.
Because there is something in that

class that has sparked your creativity and imagination. Because
nothing in that class has, but you
know deep down that somewhere
in there is something you’re interested in. You are certain because
at Xavier we learn that all subjects
are interconnected. Hashtag liberal arts university.
Dream big. I’m all about
dreams. But also, live in the present moment. carpe diem. Seize the
day.
How many times do you look
at the clock during calculus lecture? How often do you zone
out during psych lab because, hey,
it’s Friday, and I’ve got a hot date
tonight? How often are we okay
with falling asleep during history
because gosh, Napoleon was such
a jerk and this is boring and oh,
yeah, I was up late last night because I procrastinated and, well,
watching “Pretty Little Liars”
hardcore trumps this class? I’m
just sayin’…
I’m just as guilty of these
things as anyone else, but when I

“Teaching students
to take care of their
bodies can have
a positive impact
on their emotional
health as well as
their academic
performance.”
A 2011 study by the American
College Health Association found
that 30 percent of college students had felt “so depressed that
it was difficult to function” within
the past year.
Depression is a complicated
mental illness with no “quick fix.”
But if depression runs rampant
among college students, and regu-

lar exercise has consistently been
shown to reduce symptoms of depression, how could physical education be considered less important than an extra history course?
Xavier offers a variety of intramural, club and varsity sports.
Many students take advantage of
these offerings. Many do not. A
physical education requirement
would help the un-sporty among
us learn about the benefits of
physical fitness, lay the foundations of a weekly fitness routine and find physical activities
that they enjoy and would like to
continue.
While one P.E. class may not
transform anyone’s life, it would
open the door for students to set
their own health goals and find
ways to incorporate fitness into
their schedules.
I understand that some may
cringe at the idea of being forced
to exercise. But if I can make it
through a semester of calculus
without gouging my eyeballs out,
then I promise you can play badminton for two hours a week.
The potential benefit to the
mental, emotional and physical
health of our student population

would be worth adding to the
Core or even replacing an existing
Core class. I volunteer calculus as
tribute.
Furthermore, I hope the university would invest in educating
students about physical fitness
before it invests in new workout
facilities that students will use inconsistently and inefficiently.
As an institution dedicated to
holistic education, Xavier owes it
to its students to foster healthy
bodies along with sharp minds
and caring spirits.

think about it, I would totally prefer to be psyched to be in psych,
or calc, or history or wherever I
am. What if I wanted to go class
every day?
“Oh, well, the prof. just really
ruins this subject for me.” I guarantee you the professor would
rather be thrilled to be there as
well. Maybe that professor would
be a little more thrilled to be there
if his or her students were thrilled
to be there. I mean, we all have
to be there. Would you rather be
there and hate your life or be there
and love your life? Yeah, I know,
that’s a hard question.
I can’t honestly say that I hate
the new Core because I can graduate a little easier now. (Ask any
music major how many hours
they’re taking, and you’ll understand.) However, I would like to
take a moment to lament that the
Core is underappreciated.
The Core is about being educated. It is about the pursuit of
truth. It is about promoting a
greater understanding of ourselves and others for the greater
good of humanity. The Core never was or ever will be about simply

getting a job. And it shouldn’t be.
So hooray for new Core and
transition Core. But please take
a minute to think about why the
core is good and how some of us
came here because of the Core,
and let’s be thankful. My major is
“useless” to society. Who cares?
I’m at Xavier to become an educated person, to enjoy myself and
to learn for personal edification.
We get to learn cool things.
Praise God for that. So I challenge you all to carpe diem. Seize
the day, my friends.

Tatum Hunter is a junior English
major from Lebanon, Ohio.

Core allows students to find joy in lear ning

Elizabeth Rancourt is a junior music education major from Carmel, Ind.
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“The Last Five Years”

By Eric minion

Theatre, Stephen Skiles, has two
plays and five musicals scheduled
This year seems to be one of for the 2014-15 school year.
the busiest seasons the Xavier
To start off the year, the deDepartment of Music and partment is opening with “The
Theatre has had. Director of Last Five Years,” a musical depicting the relationship
of Cathy, a
young actress,
and
Jamie,
an aspiring
novelist.
One
of
the most interesting aspects of the
show is the
unique perspective from
which
the
story is told
W h i l e
Jamie tells his
side of the
story chrono l o g i c a l l y,
Cathy tells
her story in
reverse.
U p o n
wittnessing
this structure,
the audience
doesn’t get
the full story
of their relationship until
the end of
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
Junior Maya Farhat stars as naïve Cathy, a struggling actress. the show.
Staff Writer

Musical Director Scot Buzza
attests to the musical difficulty of
the show.
“First off, the fact that 95 percent of the show is sung by only
two actors makes it a vocal marathon. Most leading roles call for an
average of 10-15 minutes singing
total, whereas each of the two actors in ‘The Last Five Years’ sings
three times that much, 40 minutes
or more... Oh, and they have to
make it look easy, by the way.”
Skiles talked about his experience in working with such a small
cast.
“Over the past two years of the
program, we’ve done some small
plays and several musicals, but we
haven’t done a musical with such a
small cast. The show is comprised
of two actors, so Maya and Griff
carry the entire play.”
The two actors, juniors Griff
Bludworth and Maya Farhat,
are not strangers to the stage.
Bludworth and Farhat have starred
in such Xavier productions as
“Hairspray,” “The Crucible” and
most recently, “Avenue Q.”
As the only two actors in the
show, the juniors have had their
work cut out for them.
Buzza said that “there are no
guarantees that the actors will, in
fact, meet the enormous challenge
of the show... the actor may create
something really brilliant in one
song, and then could just as easily end up making bloody road kill

ent, thrust staging, there is very
out of the next one.”
As a result, Skiles and Buzza limited seating. Tickets can be
have done everything they can to purchased either at the Gallagher
help Farhat and Bludworth, in- Student Center Box Office or oncluding giving them three months line at http://www.xavier.edu/
with the material and physical theatre/.
conditioning.
Both actors attest to
the beauty
and emotion
of the show.
“It is one
of the most
rewarding
shows I have
ever worked
on,” Farhat
said.
“It’s
a
beautiful
show and I
swear, even
if you don’t
cry, you’ll get
your money’s worth
of
feels,”
B l u d wo r t h
said.
“The Last
Five Years”
will have two
showings, at
7:30 p.m. on
Sept. 5 and at
4:00 pm on
Sept. 6.
Because
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
of the differ- Junior Griff Bludworth stars as Jamie, an aspiring novelist.

“Star Wars”promises expanded additions.
By Grant Vance

“Star Wars: Rebels,” a new animated series on Disney XD.
Nevertheless, the official canon still only consists of the first
two trilogies containing episodes

So far, fans know that Episode
VII, currently being directed by J.J.
Abrams, is going to be released in
It’s been a long, long time
2015.
since the world has been treated
In addition, fans have a preto a new film in the “Star Wars”
quel novel accomuniverse.
panying the “Star
Although there
Wars: Rebels” sehave been ways of
ries, plus a direcgetting a fix, such
tor for the newlyas the popular “Star
unveiled Episode
Wars: The Clone
VIII,
“Breaking
Wars” series, video
Bad”
alumnus
games and literature,
Rian Johnson and
these last nine years
two new direchave felt like a sumtors hired for unmer in Mustafar all
titled spin-off projthe same.
ects (“Godzilla”’s
Luckily, the wait is
Gareth
Edwards
over and Lucasfilm is
and “Chronicle”’s
making its comeback
Josh
Trank,
in full force – pun
respectively).
intended – with an
It seems that
expansive movement
Lucasfilm is being
of multimedia.
very smart about all
First, fans are
of its future moves,
wondering what to
and there will be no
expect from the new
shortage of “Star
franchise.
Wars” in the near
The studio has
Photo coutesy of cinemablend.com future.
already announced a
The main trilogy
new trilogy, so what George Lucas’ imaginary universe of Jedis and galaxies may witness developments with the installment of J.J. Abrams’ upcoming trilogy soon.
else does it have up its canonical comic books and video games. expanded universe, however, as I-VI, and the animated “Clone is exciting, but the addition of
experience-enhancing sub-materiThis may not seem very exciting, it is now being considered a leg- Wars” series.
Jedi robes?
Audiences understand that al is a whole extra level of fervor
As announced last week but there is a catch.
endand will influence the new
Before, all of the different Lucasfilm-sanctioned universe in there will be “Star Wars” material, and excitement. Finding somethrough an official statement
made by Kathleen Kennedy, head novels and video games written several ways, one of which has but exactly what is being kept far thing Star Wars-related will soon
of Disney Lucasfilm, the studio were not official canon.
already been confirmed through away in Lucasfilm’s corporate Jedi be easier than shooting wamp rats
in a T-16 back on Tatooine.
This is considered the “ex- early footage and advertising for temple?
has huge plans for the franchise.

Staff Writer

The current plan for the “Star
Wars” universe is to build its
own official expanded universe
through different forms of media, such as spin-off films, novels,

panded universe” and has officially been condemned to the
unholy depths of the non-canon
graveyard.
There is hope for fans of the
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Chronological “Boyhood” stuggles, yet charms
By Jessica Larkin
Copy Editor

From the director of movies like “School of Rock” and
“Dazed and Confused” comes a
drama that redefines the comingof-age theme.
Presented at the 2014 Sundance
Film Festival in January, Richard
Lanklater’s “Boyhood” chronicles
the life of a child named Mason,
played by Ellar Coltrane, from first
grade to his first day of college.
Mason and his sister, Sam
(Lorelie Linklater), spend their
lives moving from home to
home in Texas with their mother
(Patricia Arquette) and escaping drunken stepfathers and old
loves while learning to call each
new place home. Mason endures
many hardships of a typical young
boy, from bullies to peer pressure.
From each experience, he grows
into the philosophical, and sometimes mildly paranoid, photographer who pursues the answers to
impossible questions.
“Boyhood” captivates the audience with its stunning reality.
Though there are moments
when it seems the story may take
startling turns, it never steps over
the border into dramatic. The realistic narrative makes the movie
more relatable and certainly more
engaging for an audience watching an entire family grow before

their eyes. Though many movies cross the line that separates
reality from cinema, “Boyhood”
finds a comfortable balance between the two.
The most intriguing quality
of the production is its longevity. Linklater and his crew filmed
the movie over the real-time
span of 12 years with the same
cast. The movie was shot from
May of 2002 to October of last
year.
Linklater gathered the cast for
a few weeks every year to shoot
the film. He wanted to record
and interpret the life of a boy
from the time he enters the first

grade to when he graduates high
school, trying to best capture
mediocrity and authenticity.
The filming of “Boyhood”
housed a few issues in its production, mostly arising from the
decree that actors are not permitted to a contractual obligation to a movie for more than
seven years.
Because of this regulation,
known as the De Havilland
Photos courtesy of drafthouse.com
Law, the actors in the film were
The watershed picture “Boyhood” followed the same actors for almost 12 years.
not able to sign contracts for
through observation, thus making
their work.
Newswire Rating:
Overall though, “Boyhood” it a very thought-provoking film
lacked cinematic drama, and it for an audience normally accussaved its integrity with insight tomed to Hollywood tragedy.

Emmys disappoint
By Allison Wisyanski

consecutively. Aside from the
awards, the show had many great
speeches throughout, including
Jim Parson’s tribute to his father
and Billy Crystal’s tribute to the
recently deceased Robin Williams.
Top moments range from

garding Sofia Vergara’s stunt on a
spinning pedestal.
As Bruce Rosenblum, the
NBC hosted the 66th
president of the Academy of
Primetime Emmy Awards this
Television Arts and Sciences,
past Monday, Aug. 25
gave his speech, he had Sofia
Reports state that almost 16
Vergara stand on a pedestal in her
million people watched the awards
flattering white gown.
show, but it didn’t score as many
Twitter blew up and quessocial media points as the Video
tioned where the line beMusic Awards.
tween irony and sexism may
There were only 215,000
exist in awards shows, if at
tweets sent over a 24-hour peall.
riod compared to the VMA’s
The point of the act was
8,000 tweets per minute.
to ironically display the sexThe show had its second
ism of the presentation of
largest crowd in eight years, and
women on television, but it
it is the second most-watched
failed at achieving this satire.
Emmys in seven years with a 4.2
It appalled viewers and
rating.
urged them to say that she
Despite many new shows,
was literally being treated as
two familiar shows, “Breaking
an object. The act was sexBad” and “Modern Family,”
ist and demeaning to many
took home a plethora of awards.
viewers, but Sofia struck back
“Breaking Bad” won its secagainst the critics.
ond consecutive award for draShe saw it as the opposite
ma series and “Modern Family”
and claimed that it meant
won its fifth comedy series
somebody could be good
award.
looking, funny and able to
“Breaking Bad,” took home
make fun of themselves.
four other major prizes for
She saw nothing wrong,
Lead Actor (Bryan Cranston),
Photo courtesy of eonline.com but many are still troubled
Supporting Actor (Aaron Paul),
Supporting Actress (Anna Sofia Vergara before entering the ceremony. by the act.
Seth Meyer’s introduction of
Aside from the failed attempt
Gunn) and Writing.
“Modern Family” took home Amy Poehler as Beyoncé to at a joke about sexism and the
an additional two for Supporting Weird Al Yankovic’s entertaining repetition of multiple awards, the
performance.
show brought in tons of viewers
Actor (Ty Burrell) and Directing.
The show went over well but and will continue to be one of
The series was even compared
to “Frasier” for most awards ever sparked some negative commen- the most watched programs each
won by a series and most won tary in the social media sphere re- year.
Staff Writer

“Freak Show” update
By alex spindler

Arts & Entertainment Editor
For lovers of horror, gore
and psychological thrill, Ryan
Murphy’s fourth installment of
the series “American Horror
Story” is sure to raise chills.
Deemed an anthology series by
major television critics, “American
Horror Story” premiered in 2011
to stellar reviews and abnormally
high ratings for a cable series.
Thanks to social media and
updates from the general tabloid press, audiences are getting
an even closer look at what is to
come for the next season.
Every season of the miniseries
takes place at a distinct location
with an overall different theme.
Such topics explored in past seasons include infidelity, religious
doubt and loss of innocence.
Ryan Murphy has stated that
this season will be the most terrifying that viewers have seen
yet, and he wishes to address the
themes of ostracism and the per-

ception of mental and physical
disabilities in 1950s America.
Due to its distinction as an anthology series, American Horror
Story features a repertory cast of
10 actors who appear in every season, yet play different characters.
Among the many actors who
have appeared in every season
include Sarah Paulson, Frances
Conroy, Evan Peters and, in a critically acclaimed turn, Academyaward winner Jessica Lange.
Various special and guest actors slated to appear include Patti
Labelle, Kathy Bates (hot off her
Emmy win) and even Neil Patrick
Harris. Due to the premature cancellation “The New Normal’s”
last season and “Glee’s” imminent
closure, fans can expect Murphy
to dedicate his complete time and
talent to his most popular series
yet.
Running for only 13 episodes
at a time, “American Horror Story:
Freak Show” will premiere at 10
p.m., Oct. 5 on the FX channel.

Photo courtesy of fxnetworks.com

The highly-anticipated fourth season will premiere at 10 p.m., Oct 5.
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Mermaid
Tavern

Feature

BY JESSICA LARKIN
Copy Editor

The English Department’s Mermaid
Tavern is back. The creative writing club
that was founded in 1931 by Rev. Paul J.
Sweeney, S.J., is now a place for students to
gather and talk about books and writing in
a fun and social way.
The club met and discussed literature
in a stream of consciousness format. Two
small groups formed, each discussing their
own literary favorites. The conversation
stemmed from books that the students
and professors are ashamed to have never
read,to the destructive and beneficial aspects of young adult fiction. There was
no official format for the meetings, which
encourage students to speak up about their
favorite writing and start discussions with
others in the club.
In the spirit of the Mermaid Tavern
during the Elizabethan era, writing and
reading enthusiasts will be able to gather
to discuss their favorite writers and their
passion for literature. While other clubs
like Book Club and Xavier’s writing publication, “The Athenaeum,” exist on campus, Mermaid Tavern is a more social and
impromptu club focused on discussing any
authors students are currently reading and
why they enjoy them.
The historical Mermaid Tavern was a
pub where Renaissance poets, known as
the “Friday Street Club,” would gather to
drink, discuss literature and debate. Wellknown names like Ben Jonson and Francis
Beaumont were part of this communal
gathering, and some scholars argue that

“

William Shakespeare was also a frequent
patron of the Tavern. Unfortunately, the
Mermaid Tavern burned down in the
Great Fire of London in 1666.
Drs. Niamh O’Leary, Lisa Ottum,
Kristen Renzi, Norman Finklestein, John
Getz and Jennifer McFarlane Harris gathered the students on Friday evening for
snacks and refreshments to talk about
what the club’s roots and why it began.
The gathering was lenient and easygoing
as the professors stressed the idea that the
students take a part in creating what the
club is about. All students are encouraged
to speak their minds about their interests
in literature and writing and what they
want to see from the club.
Many students expressed interest in creative writing, literary critique and satirizing
different novels. There was also discussion
of doing a writing workshop once a month
where students can bring in some of their
own writing to be critiqued by their fellow
classmates. In the spirit of student leadership, the professors began the discussion, but encouraged students to jump in
and include their own thoughts and opinions.
The professors want to create a sense
of community outside of the classroom
where students are more comfortable discussing their favorite authors with other
students and professors. “It’s an opportunity to kind of create outside-of-the-classroom engagement,” O’Leary said. “What
we are is kind of up to you.”

The Mermaid Tavern is more than a close
aggregation of students with similar interests. It is a literary guild devoted to the
appreciation of the beautiful.

”

Musketeer, 1966

The maid
Mer r n
Taveay
Tod
The club meets at
4:30 p.m. on Fridays
in Hinkle room 201.

Newswire photos by Jess Larkin
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The Mermaid Tavern Then...
The Mermaid Tavern has a long history at Xavier as
indicated by these clippings, taken from archived
issues of the Newswire and old issues of “The
Musketeer” yearbook.

